Influence of nurse gender on the use of silence, touch and humour.
A combination of data gathering approaches, i.e. conversation, observation and narrative exchange, were used to study the beliefs and actions of exemplary nurses. The data were analyzed using hermeneutic phenomenology and grounded theory methods and the findings revealed three major themes: dialogue in silence, mutual touch and sharing the lighter side of life. Participants in the study were chosen by peer nomination and reputational sampling and included both genders. The results showed a contrast in the way that exemplary males and females used silence, touch and humour in their practice. More specifically, compared with the women in the group, the men used silence to achieve different purposes, tended towards non-physical touch and used different forms of humour. This paper presents an introductory examination of the influence of nurse gender on the use of silence, touch and humour.